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Section 1- StructureRecorded by American rock 
band Toto in 1981 for their 
fourth album Toto IV. Written 
by David Paich & Jeff Porcaro

AFRICA - 
TOTO 

KNOWLEDGE 
ORGANISER

Popular song form:
 Verse/ Chorus

Section 2- Instrumentation/ Sonority

Lead male singer, male backing vocals, lead 
guitar, bass guitar, synthesizers, drum kit 

and additional percussion

Section 5- Texture

Homophonic:
Melody and 

Accompaniment

Section 3- 
Dynamics

Moderately 
Fast 

Mostly moderately 
loud throughout- 
loud in the choruses

Recorded by American rock band 
Toto in 1981 for their fourth album 
Toto IV. Written by David Paich & 
Jeff Porcaro

Mezzo 
forte Forte

The melody is 
mostly conjunct 
(moving in step)

Section 6- Rhythm and Metre

● 2/2 (split 
common time)

● Syncopations in 
vocal and 
instrumental part. 

● Ostinato rhythms
● Mainly quavers 
● Anacrusis 

(upbeat) for riff B

Section 7- Melody and Pitch

The verse is split into unusual 9 bar phrases - lyrics are 
mainly syllabic- occasional melisma. 

The pitch range of the vocal line is just less than two 
octaves (8 notes)on the printed score, but it is wider on the 
recording with the vocal improvisations towards the end of 
the song.

Use of Melodic Riffs

Riff A

Riff B
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Verse

● Tonality: The majority of the 
song is in B major (5#)whilst the 
choruses are all in A major.(4#)

● Diatonic throughout.

Verses

Chorus
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ujt6okDNncoQf2Pn0cBjoyJi8BG1foHM2l2RfCjEvHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1j2fzegwEnj0W9DUlx_VYmU61i3vq01psx8K5qxiKkWs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTQbiNvZqaY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gg6QLSf8Ixrun0xVKyrK-ONAySQWRLc3/view?usp=sharing

