Section 1
Composition Coursework -
Main information.

30% of qualification -36 marks

Minimum 2 minutes All learners are required to create
and develop musical ideas in relation to a brief.

Learners will compose a piece of music in a style of their
own choice or choose a brief set by the exam board. (See
below) The brief itself is not assessed; however, learners
are assessed on their musical response to the brief.
Composition briefs, both those set by Edugas and those set
by the learner, will always provide details of the audience
or occasion plus additional musical details.

Ideas for OWN
CHOICE brief

4 Briefs set by
exam board

Section 5 - Additional Material

Composition Log
You need to fill in a composition log- this explains
the process you went through - your ideas,
influences and your chosen brief- this is really
important for the examiner to understand your
work. Look at two examples below.

Examplel Example2

Score
As well as the audio for your composition you need
to convert your Logic File into a score (sheet music)
this is submitted to the exam board and needs to
be accurate! Carefully follow the instructions in this
Powerpoint to create your score.

LINK

Section 2- How to begin..

Choose your brief either from the board or your own.

Research the features of your chosen genre- listen to examples- what elements of
music are common- what structure does it use, instruments, time signatures,
harmony etc
Start by choosing some instruments that fit your style.
Decide on your structure now...

. What is the length of the piece?

Thinking of writing a
pop/rock song- follow this
step by step guide below

How many sections will it have?

L]
° Will sections repeat, and in what order?
L]

What form will the introduction and ending take? Will they use extracts from other
sections?

Will there be a contrasting middle section or bridge? Is the structure of the piece
appropriate for the style of music?

Choose a key and look at what chords you can use- (see section 3)
Experiment with different chord progressions (try not to use I, IV, V, VI) as this is the
most typical chord progression and the exam board do not like it.

Composition Examples

Successful GCSE compositions usually contain the following elements:

Sherlock
Holmes
Mystery

Composition Coursework 30%

Section 4- Reflection

To what extent does your piece fulfil the composition brief?

Does it ‘make sense’ as a piece of music?

If there are some less attractive sounding sections, why is this?

Can you identify exactly what needs to change? Is it the
instrumentation? Is it the texture?Don’t be afraid to revisit previous
stages of the composition process as many times as you need to in
order to refine your music.

If you have written a SONG it needs to have vocals (you don’t need
to write your own lyrics)

distinctive melodies - or rhythms - with
well-shaped phrases

harmonies that work with the melody
melodies that are well developed

a clear structure

effective instrumentation that is suited
to the music.

Run out of ideas?

Have a look at

Checklist

Section 3- Building your composition

Chords In All Major Keys Chords In All Minor Keys
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make it more interesting by adding a 7th or a 9th
Look up every chord and how to play them.

Not sure how to play one of these chords - or do you want to

Chords
Different ways to develop your chords-Rhythms,
inversions, broken chords etc

Melody
Different ways to develop your melody- adding

Notes, sequence, inversion, retrograde

Bass Lines
Your bass line can be made from the root of the
chord (the bottom note)-but you can develop thi

S

Structure
You need to know what structure you are using
Look at this to help you decide what is suitable

Modulation
Change key for a last chorus or to show development
between sections- here are 5 different ways.

Extended
reading
LINK

Assessment
Criteria

Revision
techniques



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkpdy9q/revision/1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ny5LU9kgjI0UoKpqN7hTsqvE-_0nidWG/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zfs692p/revision/1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dYSvG13e4BCXIYn4SogXvWliO3IU_YIQ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WEZg6XRhDqvV2iqwwsoMen5T6c4v4f0gYTf76PR459s/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gg6QLSf8Ixrun0xVKyrK-ONAySQWRLc3/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CrP_Spcu-NZDE9XWS6IyHoRInaCWGpNf4PQFSVIxLYQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CrP_Spcu-NZDE9XWS6IyHoRInaCWGpNf4PQFSVIxLYQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iAvQgLMVXMa5UWX9YG391kCM2D2Ghlm6/view?usp=sharing
https://guitarsix.com/blog/lessons/piano-chords/241/1/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P2DrNF6ass2LhTiTlg9K0WtdJaeYH9SM/view?usp=sharing
https://music.tutsplus.com/tutorials/beginners-guide-to-writing-better-bass-lines--cms-19879
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdRL8leScUE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EDLjsIG69d-AxmgclhswvxlXtPzNRImS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19kSsmM38ANtrx-Xn6cr05mxPFxv6vum4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19kSsmM38ANtrx-Xn6cr05mxPFxv6vum4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hNcTrBupJC8Fqh5kulfi5vCm5L8eMT_J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hNcTrBupJC8Fqh5kulfi5vCm5L8eMT_J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vZ9zQ84QkxCgVFuWorMQrI_uJewEIeQ9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vZ9zQ84QkxCgVFuWorMQrI_uJewEIeQ9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vZ9zQ84QkxCgVFuWorMQrI_uJewEIeQ9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tGOgu1n1oxdcqjCyws0NqPygtmhzF101/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tGOgu1n1oxdcqjCyws0NqPygtmhzF101/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GtWRvVSg57vj18jTuec-coE9DUyF9db3xZyuD34JilE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GtWRvVSg57vj18jTuec-coE9DUyF9db3xZyuD34JilE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1agDVc7jz9i0-Yd-JSwMShoLHrovQZr09/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1agDVc7jz9i0-Yd-JSwMShoLHrovQZr09/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1auiZ5sIQnIsrkiTVWfh9fl4RTh6emxig/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11VMIfTQdIoZmr0CkSe9d_vTBMloHrNGO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11VMIfTQdIoZmr0CkSe9d_vTBMloHrNGO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11VMIfTQdIoZmr0CkSe9d_vTBMloHrNGO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PgFEUpGlxInfc4GS3-e4x_LCqhexAb57/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bODQ0040Qqpkp2JFsFIGI9scDuIXDQVo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qTBOHXBrDaoHjfbfv0h0tr6C7lMqEP3L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18SRM0CYGv-6K3Ja0KNKWmGybKKmUQ5MK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mKvYrB_Wd7hGa9nWFPaY_7v3McTrkeVl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MD_h--pxmCy01HnQQOC7XhZUhK8QUdCd/view?usp=sharing

